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would act with prudence. Hardly had Lasalle started, when
he saw a brigade of enemy's infantry, which was hasten-
ing closely pressed, to reach the village of Leopoldau, in
order to obtain a regular capitulation and escape the fury
of the victors in the open. Lasalle guessed what the
Austrian general was after, and, pointing to the setting sun,
addressed his men, ' The battle is. ending, and we alone have
not contributed to the victory. Come on! ' He dashed
forward, sword in hand, followed by his squadrons, and, in
order to' prevent the enemy from entering the village, made
for the narrow space now left between the head of the
column and Leopoldau. The others, seeing themselves cut
off from the hoped-for shelter, halted and opened a brisk
file-ire. A bullet struck Lasalle in-the head, -killing him
on the spot. His division lost a hundred troopers, besides
many wounded, The Austrians opened their way to the
villages and when our infantry divisions came up, capitulated,
the officers declaring that that had been their intention in
making for Leopoldau. Thus, Lasalle's charge was useless,
and he paid dear for a mention in a bulletin.

His death left a great gap in our light cavalry, which
he had trained to a high degree of perfection. In other
respects, however, he had done it much harm. The
eccentricities of a popular and successful leader are always
imitated, and his example was long mischievous to the
light cavalry. A man did not think himself a chasseur,
still less a hussar, if he did not model himself on Lasalle,
and become, like him, a reckless, drinking, swearing rowdy.
Many officers copied the fault of this famous outpost leader,
but none of them attained to the merits which in him atoned
for the faults.

"When a battle is fought in summer, it often happens that
the ripe corn is set on fire by shells and gun-wadding; but
in no battle of the Empire did this occur on such a scale as
at Wagram. The season was early, and the weather hot;
the battle-field was completely covered with crops ready for
harvest, which caught quickly and carried the fire with
terrific rapidity. The movements of both armies were       .'.    -    .aptured^,^^^^^:i'^S^^,"iSt^^^. the
